CORRESPONDENCE.
Elliot (Madras)-condemned Smith's operation before they saw Smith do it (I think I am correct in this). They tried the operation with only a description to guide them."
I feel sure that if Lt.-Colonel Fisher will kindly re-read what I have written on the subject in The Indian Medical Gazette, May, 1906 , and in subsequent numbers of the same journal, he will find that he is mistaken in this statement, at least, so far as I am concerned. I have never condemned Colonel Smith's operation either before I saw him do it or since. It is true that I criticised some of the statements put forward in support of the procedure, and that I persistently asked for a presentation of accurate statistics on which a right judgment of the value of the operation could be formed, but as to the procedure itself, I kept an open mind and urged others to do the same. I travelled over 3,000 miles in order to see Colonel Smith perform the operation. I then vent back and tried it on between two and three hundred cases of my own, and eventually decided that I could get better results by the method to which I was accustomed, but even then I did not abandon the attitude which I had first taken up, and which I have outlined in the preceding paragraph.
In cataract extraction, as in every other operative procedure, individuals will prefer different methods, and they can do so without in any sense condemning those which do not appeal to them. The case for the intra-capsular operation will rest not on the statements of any one man, but on the experience of surgeons generally. Such experience will be influenced largely by the 
